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SUBJECT: OAS SECRETARY GENERAL ON THE NUCLEAR QUESTION 

1 . JORNAL DO BRASIL (FEB 13) REPORTED THAT OAS SEC GEN ORFILA 
ADI IN BUENOS AIRES THAT LATIN AMERICA HAS THE RIGHT TO 
DEFELOPE ATOMIC ENERGY: "THE GOVERNMENTS ARE SOVEREIGN AND 
OUGHT TO ACT ACCORDING TO WHAT IS MOST CONVENIENT TO THE 
INTEREST OF EACH COUNTRY, TAKKING INTO ACCOUNT PRINCIPLES AND 
GENERAL CONCEPTS WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTALLY HUMANE." JORNAL AND 
O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO BOTH REMAKED THAT THIS STATEMENT WAS 
BEING INTERPRETED AS SUPPORT FOR BRAZILIAN ASPIRATIONS IN THE 
FACE OF US PRESSURES. ACCORDING TO JORNAL, ORFILA NOTED 

THAT ARGENTINE-SUPPORTS BRAZIL IN ITS CONTROVERSY WITH THE US, 

AND THAT ARGENTINA PROPOSED (TO BRAZIL) A BILATERAL AGREEMENT 
ON NUCLEAR ENERGY. 

2. COMMENT. ORFILA'S STATEMENT, IF CORRECTLY REPORTED, SEEMS 
TO US AN INAPPROPRIATE INTERVENTION ON THIS SUBJECT, FROM THE 
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STANDPOINTS OF ORFILA'S POSITION AND OF REPRESENTING A VIEW- 
POINT THAT CAN BE MISINTERPRETED AS OFFICIAL. UNDOUBTEDLY 
THE BRAZILIANS VIEW THE REPORTED STATEMENTS AS TIMELY IF 
UNEXPECTED SUPPORT. THEY MIGHT WELL WONDER, HOWEVER. WHETHER HE 
WOULD HAVE MADE THEM HAD ARGENTINA NOT SUPPORTED BRAZIL ON THIS 
ISSUE. 
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